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  Service Times  

Sunday Morning Worship                                            
8:00 and 10:30 AM 

   Sunday Afternoon                 
Service 5:00 PM 

Tuesday Morning                   
11:00 AM  Service                   
Canterbury House 

   Wednesday Afternoon         
Service and Healing                               

5:15 PM 
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A late afternoon thunderstorm erupted just now replete with driving rain and 
hail, sharp flashes of silvery lightening, and tympanic thunder. 
 
I began to ponder that wonderful Hebrew Bible story of Noah and his construc-
tion of the ark at God’s behest. Ultimately that ancient craft became a safe haven 
for Noah and his family not to mention two of every sort and condition of crea-
tures earthbound and airborne—a menagerie beyond even Tennessee Williams’ 
imagining—occupying the same space for what must have seemed an eternity. 
 
The thought of Peter and Andrew and the Zebedee brothers also came to mind as 
the wind tempestuously howls ripping the blooms from their stems on the crepe 
myrtle trees in the side yard of the church. I began to wonder what happened on 
the Sea of Galilee when such storms developed. I’m told that those early fisher 
folk would make way to the nearest shoreline, beach their craft and turn it over 
for haven from the stormy blast. 
 
It occurs to me that perhaps these images of two very different times and places 
make for meaningful metaphors in our own time. Consider, if you will, the 
church house. Now most folks who’ve been around for a time know that we 
crazy Episcopalians have funny names for most everything. Calling the church 
interior an auditorium simply won’t do. We, for example, call the interior of the 
church where the people sit a nave. It’s a nautical term describing the main part 
of a ship! 
 
The faith community, not unlike the menagerie on the ark, comes on board week 
by week as a collection of all sorts and conditions, one by one, two by two, and 
whole households as well. And for a time, this constellation of people lives and 
moves and has its being together despite personal agendas and differences. We 
come with the singular purpose of giving thanks to God for the gift of life in the 
risen Jesus and with some holy hope, at the conclusion of the voyage, we shall 
again set foot on the solid ground of a life lived to the glory of God. Well, that’s 
the ideal. Because the doors of this metaphorical ark open to us each week leads 
me to believe we manage to fall way short of the ideal, creating a new storm of 
flood waters in the interim that drives us once again to the ship. 
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1st    Brenda McGraw 
 Wayne Denley 
 Coan Grayson 
2nd Leslie Walton 
3rd Carol Fowler 
 Lesley Warren 
5th Phyllis Bloch 
 Alexandria Jones 
6th Par Bertrand 
7th Beth Kramer 
10th Florence Clark 
 Bill Henderson 
 Ellen Inman 
12th Ulla Ule 
 James Wallace 
 Jackson Inman 
13th Denice Jones 
14th Barbara Down 
 Caroline Theus 
15th Claire Jackson 
16th Emma Landry 

18th Jaime Lemoine 
 Larsen McBride 
19th Jim Adams 
20th Weeks Crumplar, Jr. 
21st Eric Weinzettle 
22nd Ginny Phillips 
 Sandra Kegerreis 
23rd Bill Maynard 
27th Leslie Theus 
28th Hort Nolan 
 Martha Walker 
29th Alex Whittington 
31st Janet Dawkins 
 Lillian Cavin 
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Summer Sunday Adult Forum with Fr. Fred… 
 

Is my God big enough? How we answer this question will 
unfold during a four week study that began June 22nd and will 
conclude July 13th of the Old Testament book of Jonah. Bring 
your favorite Bible, invite a friend, and come ready to engage 
the Holy Scripture with one another. Sunday mornings, 9:15 
AM, in the Parlor off the Parish Hall. See you then, Fr. Fred. 

E D U C A T I O N  F O R  M I N I S T R Y �
Do you hide when the Jehovah's Witness come to your door, 
do you head out of the room when someone says - you go to 
church - what do you believe?  Join Education for Ministry - 
study with a small group where you can express your beliefs 
and ask questions, learn about God's call in your life and how 
to live faithfully, worship and pray for one another, as you 
study the Bible and those who have journeyed before you in 
faith. New classes begin in September on Monday or Tuesday 
evenings. See Brenda Milam (487-0982) or Jana Skinner (442
-4283) for details. 
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ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL DAY SCHOOL 
 

Happy 4th of July from all the staff and kids at St. 
James! We are busy enjoying a month long Science 
Camp! We've planted seeds, hatched butterflies, and 
are monitoring the growth of 
tadpoles, ants and lady-
bugs. We are also exploring 
our fives senses. Our Art and 
Math Camps were a huge suc-
cess with some favorites in-
cluding the BLUE DOG and 
still life masterpieces, the 
"Estimate Jar" -- How many 
marshmallows do you think 
are in this jar? -- and the "Measurement day" -- 
How much do you weigh? How far can you 
jump? Hope your summer is as magical as ours! 

USING THE GIFTS THAT GOD HAS GIVEN 
US TO DO THE WORK THAT GOD HAS 
CALLED US TO DO — Stewardship is a notion I 
have grown up with as a cradle Episcopalian. While 
I always knew its purpose in the church, I have only 
recently begun to understand its purpose in my life.  
Like many people my age, my focus is on building 
security for my family's future, a task more about 
saving than spending. A few years ago Kyle and I 
began pledging and, while it was a little painful at 
first, it has become my favorite "bill" to pay each 
month.  I am enjoying the feeling of being pushed to 
give more and to do more in order to fulfill my 
stewardship responsibility. I hope that I never feel I 
have given enough because the opportunity to re-
spond in thankfulness for what I have received 
through grace is one my life's great blessings. It oc-
curs to me, now, that in giving of our time and 
money to the church, we are building a different 
sort of security for our family's future and a legacy 
of stewardship worth more than we could ever save. 
Elizabeth W. Randall 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The Bible, the world’s best-selling book, is also the 
world’s most shoplifted book. 

The word “Lord” appears 1,855 times in the Bible. 

Almonds and pistachios are the only nuts men-
tioned in the Bible. 

On the Impending Birth of a New Child 
 

Our culture has become less and less family 
friendly.  Once upon a time, the majority of popular 
entertainment was family friendly and parents did-
n’t have to worry too much about their kids seeing 
something objectionable.  Now, though, parents 
have to be vigilant in screening all media before 
their children watch or read. 
 

I believe that this loss of family friendliness is one 
visible symptom of a shift within our culture.  
Fewer people are having children, and those new 
families tend to be smaller.  People just aren’t used 
to having kids around anymore.  Thus, most of our 
entertainment is aimed at an adult audience.  This 
trend also affects all aspects of our public lives: 
advertising, news, and even consumer goods like 
clothing.  They’re all geared towards adults, which 
includes the goods aimed at children. 
 

Add to this that American culture is actively rebel-
ling against Christianity.  Right or wrong, the mor-
als and values commonly understood as “Christian” 
are currently viewed with suspicion and hostility.  
The end result is that it’s hard to raise children in 
modern America, and it’s even harder to raise 
Christian children.  Now, you might object and 
point out that parenting has always been a tough 
job.  This is correct: parenting has always been 
tough, but in the past there’s been a certain amount 
of public support for parents. 
 

It’s not there now.  And there’s no public toleration 
of Christianity either.  So what to do?  Be diligent 
in screening what you present to children.  You 
can’t just set kids in front of the T.V. and let them 
watch without supervision.   And be proactive in 
teaching children the basics of the Faith: that Jesus 
loves them, that He’s with them now and always, 
and that He wants them to live with Him in Heaven 
when the time comes many years from now.  And 
we can create a safe place for our children here at 
St. James. We’ve already covered the basics 
through the Safeguarding God’s Children program, 
but that’s just the bare minimum.  We can and will 
create a safe place for them to find Christ and be 
found by Him.  We can and will establish programs 
that help them continue their walk with Him.   
 

(continued on page 5) 
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Collected Thoughts and Other Side Notes 
from Rachael 

 

Fasting From TV/Feasting on Words  --  As a re-
cent seminary graduate, I am no stranger to the writ-
ten word.  However, when I woke up the first Mon-
day after graduation, I had nothing to read.  With no 
reading assignments looming I felt free to never read 
again.  I imagined myself developing a comforting 
relationship with my television and planning a 
week’s worth of viewing pleasure.  Upon our arrival 
to Alexandria, Aaron and I bought a new television 
(we left our old one in Sewanee) and had the cable 
hooked up right away.  When school lets out in 
May, many young people find themselves glued to 
the TV.  We all want to give our minds a break.  Af-
ter three years of intense reading, no doubt I wanted 
to do just that.  I settled in with my new ‘clicker’ 
and perused the hundreds of new channels at my 
fingertips.  Surprisingly, this got old very quickly.  I 
forgot that my favorite dramas were on hiatus during 
summer months and I began to feel bored.  Was 
there something else that I could enjoy doing after 
seminary?    
 

Of course it is obvious to me now that reading 
would be a part of my long term enjoyment and 
learning post-seminary, but it took a couple of 
weeks to come back to it on my own.  Not only do I 
have time for the long-forgotten fiction novel I ig-
nored in seminary, but I could crack some of the 
books suggested to me along the way.  Reading as-
signments were always chosen for me not by me.  
However, left to my own devices, I had no idea what 
it was that I wanted to read.  I decided that I needed 
to commit to being in the habit of reading after 
seminary by starting strong this first summer.  To 
ensure proper motivation and few distractions, I am 
fasting from TV.  This would not be such a difficult 
task if my husband was fasting from TV as well, but 
I am giving it my all just the same.   
 

Reading is a skill, an asset and a necessity in the life 
of clergy.  Though I heard this many times, I 
thought I deserved a break--at least for a few 
months!  Just like getting into the habit of weekly 
church attendance creates a longing for something 
when we happen to miss a Sunday, my mind missed 
the challenging inner dialogue that reading provided 
for me.  The television provided the kind of wel-
come retreat which  all of us need from time to time.   
However, retreats are meant to end.  We retreat in  
(continued on page 5) 

JULY HOME 
COMMUNION-
July 17th —  
Hosted by Drew 
and Kelly Texada 
at their home, 
5205 St. Germain 
Boulevard, in 
Alexandria. The 

hosts will provide the entrée and drinks, and we are 
asked to bring a salad, vegetable or dessert to com-
plete the meal. Worship and fellowship will begin at 
6:00 p.m. 

JOIN US — Education for Ministry provides a place 
where people can find their faith, refine their faith, 
articulate their faith, live their faith. Each year’s 
class is a unique combination of new and returning 
students. Lesson guides provide material and struc-
ture for study and discussion of scripture, church his-
tory and theology. Our group meets on Tuesday eve-
nings for 34 three-hour seminars from September 
through May.  Tuition is $340 a year, paid before the 
start of each course year. Tuition assistance is avail-
able, so lack of money is rarely a barrier. Our next 
class starts in early September. If you are interested 
in joining us please contact Brenda Milam or Jana 
Skinner or talk to one of our current students or 
graduates….A.C. Buchanan, Gay Coleman Hester, 
Nell Deville, Holly Dixon, John Geiger, Bill Hender-
son, June Hendrix, Paige Lawlis-Dixon, Roy Rosen-
thal or Drew Texada. Join us. 

THANK YOU to everyone who supported the 
BAKE SALE for Cross International to pay for 
shipping of “Vita-Food”/medial supplies to children 
in developing countries.  Donations at the Bake Sale 
itself were $661 and with additional donations, the 
grand total is over $900 !  The highest bidders for 
the Silent Auction were  Barrett Boyd for the 
Mounds Cake, Suzie Randow for the Dream Castle 
Birthday cake, Emily Baker for the 24 Karat cake  
and  Ann Eisenwinter fore the Caramel cake!  On 
behalf of the Missions Committee, thank you again.  
Susan Frey 

JUST A THOUGHT-  Be kinder than necessary, for 
everyone you meet is fighting some kind of battle. 
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MONTHLY  FINANCIAL UPDATE - MAY 2008 

                 Mo. Actual      Mo. Budget     YTD Actual     YTD Budget      Total Budget                                                                     
Receipts           $54,708.33    $44,527.50    $252,930.63      $241,287.50       $822,932.00                       

Expenses           $54,460.00     64,388.05    302,194.35     $322,173.14        $826,586.00 

Net Income            $248.33   $-19,860.55      $-49,263.72       $- 80,885.64           $-3,654.00   

   Complete financial records are posted on the Vestry Board in the church office.  Page 5 

On the Impending Birth (continued) 
And in time, we can welcome our children as fully 
adult members of our Church through the sacrament 
of Confirmation. 
 

This isn’t just a job for the clergy.  Clergy are an im-
portant part of the community, but the most effective 
support comes from other members of the congrega-
tion.  After all, clergy will eventually move on, while 
the gathered community remains here. Lay involve-
ment is critical, then, for the establishment of a child
-friendly congregation.  Pray, then, for the continued 
raising up of lay leaders from within the St. James 
community. And pray that your particular talents 
might be utilized to their maximum within the 
Church, to the greater glory of God and the benefit 
of his holy Church.     Fr. Mike 

USING GOD’S GIFTS…A Lesson in Stewardship 

In the parable of the steward, we see that the steward 
is the one left in charge of the master’s affairs.  He 
was the manager, the trustee.  In the biblical narra-
tive he was the one in charge of the pig sty, hence 
the word styward or steward.  Not many people raise  
pigs these days but all of us are trustees or managers 
of something that God has entrusted to us.. The 
psalmist reminds us that “the earth is the 
Lord’s”.  That means that everything I have really 
belongs to God.   
 
One may say, well I don’t want to be a caretaker, I 
don’t want to be held responsible.  But we don’t 
have that option…the only choice we have is what 
kind of steward we will be.  Once we come to the 
acceptance of that reality, our stewardship journey 
begins.  Then it is played out in how we live our 
lives. We all have been given gifts. A good steward 
uses the gifts that God has given to do the work that 
God has called us to do. 

 

Important Upcoming Dates! 
 

July16, 2008—Evensong, 6:00 p.m. 
 
July 17, 2008 – Home Communion @ The Texada’s 
home 6:00 pm 
 
July 27th—St. James Day (more details to follow) 
 
August 10, 2008 – Rally Sunday to Kick off Sunday 
School -  Blessing of the Backpacks 
 
August 17, 2008 – Ministry Fair 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

The word “Christian” appears only three times in the Bible: 
Acts 11:26; 26:28, 1 Peter 4:16. 
 

Dogs are mentioned 14 times in the Bible, and lions 55 
times, but domestic cats are not mentioned at all. 

Collected Thoughts (continued) 
order to come back to what we have been doing with  
more vigor, energy and quite frankly, more commit-
ment. 
 

I commit to the next few months of reading by leav-
ing non-news related television behind and by writing 
my monthly gleanings in the Journal to share with you 
all.  This next month, I am taking on two books.  The 
first is One Gospel, Many Ears: Preaching for Differ-
ent Listeners in the Congregation by Joseph R. Jeter, 
Jr. and Ronald J. Allen.  The second read is The 
Wounding and Healing of Desire: Weaving Heaven 
and Earth by Wendy Farley.  If you are so called to 
read more this summer, I hope to hear which books 
peek your interest as well as what you give up to cre-
ate more time for new books!  
 

Happy reading with God’s grace  --  Rachael 
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Further, the shape of the nave gives the ap-
pearance of an over turned boat akin to 
what Peter, Andrew, James, and John 
might have huddled under for protection 
during inclement weather. Take a look 
when next you are in the nave at the ceiling 
and the intricate engineering of the 
trusses—you’ll get the idea. Apart from 
giving thanks, the church intuitively offers 
a sense of safety, protection, assurance, and 
consolation from the buffeting gales of life 
and, because we huddle beneath it together, 
we’re not in the boat alone. Add to that the 
assuring words of Jesus: Take heart, it is I; 
do not be afraid (Mk. 6:50) and we are 
saved. 
 
I rejoice that we are, at once, on and under 
the boat together in this place. God’s peace, 
FHT+ 

Summer Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday 8:00—4:00 p.m.     

Friday 8:00—12 noon 
June 2nd  -  August 1st 

Thank You to all who donated items to the EYC 
Garage Sale. Your gracious gifts allowed us to 
raise funds for a mission trip for the EYC. Spe-
cial Thanks to all who volunteered to put the sale 
together.  It would not have happened without 
you.  The sale was a tremendous success thanks 
to your efforts.  

Again, thanks to all involved with the sale.  

Fr. Mike 


